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Beehive Rock & Gem Club Meeting 

Tuesday, Oct 25, 2016 — 7:00 PM 

Golden Hours Senior Ctr, 650 East 25th St, Ogden 

At this month’s meeting, in addition to an exciting 

program, we will also be holding our annual club 

officer elections!   

The following officers are being elected: President, 

Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

Every adult member in good standing can run one of 

the positions and is entitled to one vote.  Voting is 

done by secret ballot.   

Nominations may be made from the floor for any of 

the offices at the time of the elections with the consent 

of the nominee.   

If you have any questions, would like to run for any 

of the above positions or would like to nomination 

another person, please contact Nancy Anderson at 

801-425-7470. 

This Has Been a Rough Year  

for Utah Rockhounds 

By Jim and Leora Alexander 

First, we lost longtime Rockhound friend, Golden 

Spike member and former Beehive member, Bob 

Whitehorn. 

Then in early September Wasatch Gem & Mineral 

Society of Salt Lake Area lost a long time supporter, 

"Rich" Richardson. The last few times the Wasatch 

Club met with us at Floy, Rich was right in the middle 

of potluck-setup plus always ready to help otherwise. 

His father, Dean Richardson, was a pillar of the 

Wasatch Club, until he moved "south" to 

Arizona.  Dean helped organize and was President of 

the now-defunct Utah Federation of Rock Clubs. 

Then Beehive & Golden Spike member Clix Swaner 

lost his son. They were both at Floy Wash last year. 

Carroll Crittenden of both clubs lost his brother about 

the same time. 

Next, Ivan Rudd was a very active member of Golden 

Spike for many years, an important part of their show 

committee, Club Officer and former Northwest 

Federation President. He always was sure all the lights 

were on in cases and on the dealer tables. His wife, 

Liz, has preceded him.  

The Beehive club lost Life 

Member Ray Nyce on Sept 

25. Many of our members met 

and learned from him. He 

tried almost every type of 

lapidary. He was the original 

sphere-maker in our area, 

making his machines with old 

washing machine motors. He 

mentored Ray Law as he 

learned to make the spheres we have all seen and love. 

Ray & Lolly joined the Beehive Rock & Gem Club 

soon after we did in the 1970s. He was President or 

Vice President/Trip Leader ofr years, usually trading 

off with Jim. He was also Treasurer foe the Utah 

Federation of Rock Clubs. Lolly was Beehive 

Secretary or Editor for many years. At that time, the 

wives of the President and V.P. were the Hospitality 

crew, heading up potlucks on trips, Holiday Party, 

Birthday Parties, etc.  We have personally missed them 

since they "retired" from the Club.  

When we saw Lolly, she was grateful for the "Rock" 

people who came to the Family Visitation, [Obituary: 

http://www.aaronsmortuary.com/notices/Raymond-

Nyce] 

Beehive Rock and Gem Club owes its survival to 

people like them. We must hang in there, Beehivers! 

Learn, do and pass it on, following their example! 
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Club Calendar* 

October 

25 Tue Monthly Club Meeting, 7 pm 

31 Oct Halloween 

November 

3 Thu Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 

6 Sun End Daylight Saving Time 

11 Fri Veterans Day 

22 Tue Monthly Club Meeting, 7 pm 

24 Thu Thanksgiving 

December 

1 Thu Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 

25 Sun Christmas 

* (Club activities in Bold) 

Friendly Reminder 

Time to Pay Annual Dues for 2017 

 

Yes, it is time for club membership renewal! 

Annual Club Fees for the upcoming year are due 

October 1, 2016.  Members who have not paid by 

January 1, 2016 will be dropped from the club rolls.  

Don’t let that happen! 

Annual membership dues are STILL ONLY:  

 $11 Adult Single  

 $16 Couple or Family  

 $5 Junior Single (Under 18 and not part of a 

family membership)  

You can pay by cash or check at the club meetings.  

Pay at the table where you sign in.   

You can also pay by sending a check to: 

Beehive Rock & Gem Club 

P.O. Box 1011 

Ogden, UT 84402 

 
                                          Via Rockhounder, Oct 2016  
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Woodward Ranch Field Trip 

September 15-19, 2016 

By Christina Johnson 

The Woodward Ranch was such a great opportunity to 

visit numerous locations around Nephi. Belinda 

Woodward and son Tristan lead four to ten members to 

three or four different collecting areas each day, over 

the four days. They did an excellent job! 

On Thursday, Roger, Mike and Belinda all found small 

pieces of Palm Wood that had clearly defined black 

and white vascular bundles. It is apparent from the 

quality of these pieces why the palm from this location 

is so desirable. The cell structure certainly is lovely.  

Friday we went to two locations for Furner Agate, 

jasper and wood. The jasper had decorative patterns in 

a mixture of shades of gold, bronze, black, yellow and 

red. It will make beautiful cabochons. Some of the 

opalized wood was a lime green color. I was very 

pleased to find wood like none I'd ever found before. 

There was also white common opal that was highly 

fluorescent to a neon shade of yellowish green. We 

went back to the palm area but all struck out this time. 

Saturday, off to Levan for Golden Swirl agate, then 

later in the day, Honey onyx and Silver Lace onyx. 

There was some talk about the color of Honey Onyx 

not being stable when exposed to sunlight, which lead 

me to test it with my black light when I got home. 

Wow! One piece has all the colors of a rainbow under 

short wave UV. It will be interesting to see if its 

reaction under the black light also fades over time. We 

had fun looking through the rocks at the Woodward 

Rock Shop and I found two beautiful Texas Springs 

limb casts that had to come home with me. Dennis and 

Nancy arrived, Dick, Belinda and Tristan joined the 

seven of us, as well as a brand new member to the 

club, Ed. The pot-luck hit the spot and we zonked out 

quickly afterward. 

Sunday, with help from another son, we found Paul 

Bunyan Holey Agate which formed in sedimentary 

limestone. It comes in shades of gold and white, 

yellow and white, and red and white with some hints of 

blue and has a porous texture. Most is not cutting 

material quality but I found it very interesting from a 

geological perspective and it will make nice display 

pieces. Most chalcedony and agate I have found is 

from rhyolite with much less found in sedimentary 

environments. Here we could see it formed seams as 

crack fillings and also as nodules in solid limestone. 

Next stop Shadow Agate hill, which has chalcedony 

eroding out of the decomposing volcanic rhyolite. 

Some pieces exhibit narrow fortification banding 

which gives it the "shadow" effect. Sometimes agate of 

this type when sliced very thin can have a rainbow of 

colors when held up to the light. Then it is called iris 

agate. Montana agate is famous for its iris agate. I had 

to head home but I have heard tales of an amazing find 

of wood that was located after I left. Wouldn't you 

know! 
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Photos by Christina Johnson  
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Source:  Ghost Sheet, Sept 2016 
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Via Conglomerate Apr 2016, Rockhounder, Oct 2016 

Via Boulder Buster, Sept 2016, Rockhounder, Oct 2016 
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Source:  Golden Spike News, Oct 2015 
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2016 Board of Directors 

Officers 
President Nancy Anderson 801-425-7470 

Vice President Jason Meyer 801-690-6479 

Secretary  Dave Offret 801-791-6081 

Treasurer David Law 801-644-4931 

Activity Committee and Chairpersons 
Field Trip Leader Roger Bush 801-388-8605 

Field Trip Coordinator Dennis Anderson 801-425-7470 

Program Tom & Debbie Larsen 

  385-319-2808 

Door Prize Jim Alexander 801-399-0785 

Hospitality Linda Pilcher 801-392-7620 

Communications Steve Smith 801-731-4216 

Membership David Law 801-644-4931 

Mini-show Alice Crittenden 801-547-7781 

Safety Dennis Anderson 801-425-7470 

Publicity Mark Acker 801-475-4705 

Buzzer Editor Dave Harris 385-205-0304 

     Associate Linda Pilcher 801-392-7620 

     Associate Leora Alexander 801-399-0785 

Calling Committee Linda Pilcher 801-392-7620  

 

Federation Representatives 

Rocky Mountain Federation Delegate Dan Siler    

Utah Federation Delegate Open 

Public Land Advisory Committee Jim Alexander 

Club Affiliations 

The Beehive Rock & Gem Club began in April of 

1970 and is a member of the following:   

Utah Federation of Mineralogical Societies          

Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical 

Societies 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

Scribe 

Advertising Rates: 

For sale ads are permitted for members at no 

charge.  Business advertisements will be charged at 

the rate of $5.00 for ¼ page or 15 cents per word for 

less than ¼ page. 

Objectives of the Club 

The purpose of our club is to stimulate interest in 

the collection of rocks, minerals, gem materials, and 

legal fossils. To discuss and impart our knowledge 

of the different phases of collecting, cutting, 

polishing and displaying them.  Also to organize 

educational meetings, field trips and similar events 

while enjoying and protecting our natural resources.   

Membership Dues 

Annual membership dues for adult members are:  

 $11 Adult Single  

 $16 Couple or Family  

 $5 Junior Single (Under 18 and not part of a 

family membership)  

Dues are due October 1 of each year.   

Meetings 

General club meetings are held at 7 pm on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month at the Golden Hours 

Senior Center located at 650 E 25th St, Ogden, Utah.   

All visitors are welcome! 

Board Meetings are held at 7 pm on the first 

Thursday of each month at the Golden Hours Senior 

Center located at 650 E 25th St, Ogden, Utah.    

Mailing Address 

Beehive Rock & Gem Club 

P.O. Box 1011, Ogden , UT 84402 

Newsletter 

The Beehive Buzzer is the official newsletter of 

Ogden Beehive Rock and Gem Club and is 

published eleven times per year.  Please send 

submissions and exchange bulletins to 

beehivebuzzer@gmail.com. 

Any material in this bulletin may be copied, unless 

marked as copyrighted, as long as credit is given. 
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