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The Beehive Rock & Gem Club began in April of 1970. 

The purpose of our club is: To collect, cut and polish rocks, to gather fossils, mineral specimens, to discuss 
and impart our knowledge of the different phases of collecting, polishing and displaying- 

 
To promote, organize and hold meetings, outings, trips, and similar events. To enjoy and protect our natural 

resources. 

 

Permission to reprint from the BUZZER is granted if credit is given as from (the original bulletin if 
copied, then via “others" or “et all” for those between and then) BEEHIVE BUZZER with date of issue taken 
from. 

TIME VALUE DO NOT DELAY 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE BEEHIVE ROCK & GEM CLUB FOR 2011 

 

President & Board Chair Joe Kent 801-771-8184 

Vice President Steve Smith 801-731-4216 

Secretary  Dave Offret 801-791-6081 

Treasurer David Law 801-731-4255 

Field Trip Coordinator Roger Bush 801-775-0147 

     Assistant Ray Law 801-825-5857 

Program Chairman Ray Rutledge 801-732-8331 

Door Prize Chair Jim Alexander 801-399-0785 

Hospitality Chair Linda Pilcher 801-392-7620 

Communications Chair Kay Berry 801-825-6261 

Membership Chair & Club Directory David Law 801-644-4931 

Mini-show Chair Alice Crittenden 801-547-7781 

Safety Chair Lynn Hayes 435-723-2216 

Publicity Mark Acker 801-475-4705 

Managing Editor of BUZZER Dave Harris 801-737-1266 

     Associate Leora Alexander 801-399-0785 

Calling Committee Chairs Sherm & Ricky Thompson 435-760-1362 

 

          FEDERATION REPRESENTATIVES                                                              DUES 

 

Rocky Mountain Federation Delegate ----------------President      Due:  October 1 

Utah Federation Delegate ------------------------------TBA      Single  -  $11 

Public Land Advisory Committee -------------------- Jim Alexander   Couple or 

Family  -  $16 

Junior  -  $5                   
 

June Beehive Rock & Gem Program – 
Thursday, June 28, 2012 

The main June program will be about Opals – opals from various places.  Opals – how prepare 

them to display their colors  .. and --where to locate them, etc.    

This program will be given by a fairly new member with many years of experience with opals 

and geology.  

Also we hope to have some group tips on using your saws for better results in your lapidary 

work. 

Rocky Ray, Program Chairman 

 
Editor’s Note: 

The deadline for submitting articles to the Beehive Buzzer will be moved to the First Thursday of the month of 

publication starting with the July 2012 issue.  So the deadline for the July issue will be July 5
th

.  This will allow 

more flexibility in the newsletter production schedule instead of cramming to get it out the week before the 

monthly meeting.  You will receive it by the second weekend of the month; sometimes sooner.   

I am in the process of redesigning the format of the newsletter.  If you have any ideas or suggestions, please 

send them to beehivebuzzer@gmail.com.  

Dave Harris, Editor 

mailto:beehivebuzzer@gmail.com
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Board Meeting Notes 
June 5, 2012 

The board had no objedctions so the July board 

meeting will be July 3.   

The Wendover/Silver Island trip was under advertized 

and was concelled.  Some went anyway.  This trip will 

be rescheduled.  Field trips will have better 

notification hereafter.   

The June 15-17 trip information to Cedar City area is 

to be emailed to members. 

The June 28 club meeting program will be given by 

Duane Roby.  He will talk about Opals.   

The club first-aid kit will be restacked.  Most of the 

remedies are out of date.  The kit is always along on 

trips.   

The Holmes brothers will receive 1-year 

memberships.  This is for a good program they gave 

on old mines at the May meeting.   

Leora Alexander, Associate Editor 

Show Dates 

June 

21-24—PRINEVILLE, OREGON: Annual show; 

Prineville Rock Club; Crook County Fairgrounds; S. 

Main St.; Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; free 

admission; daily field trips (This is thunder egg & 

agate country!), Sat. auction; contact Rebecca Buss, 

PO Box 200, Culver, OR 97734, (541) 546-9473; e-

mail: genebabe47@yahoo.com 

29-1—FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO: Annual 

show; San Juan County Gem & Mineral Club; 

Farmington Civic Center; 200 W. Arrington; Fri. 10-

6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; Wheel of 

Fortune, silent auction, hourly door prizes, raffle; 

contact Mickie Calvert, 5986 Hwy. 64, Farmington, 

NM 87401, (505) 632-8288; e-mail: 

mickie2@earthlink.net 

July 

6-8—DURANGO, COLORADO: 59th annual show; 

Four Corners Gem & Mineral Club; La Plata County 

Fairgrounds; 2500 Main Ave.; Fri. 11-6, Sat. 10-6, 

Sun. 10-5; free admission; crystals, minerals, 

gemstones, jewelry, exhibits, displays, dealers; 

contact Toby Mourning, PO Box 955, Durango, CO 

81302-0955, (970) 385-8993; e-mail: 

info@durangorocks.org; Web site: 

www.durangorocks.org 

21-22—FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA: Retail show; 

Sharon Szymanski; Radisson Woodlands Hotel; 1175 

W. Rte. 66; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, children 

(under 12) free with adult; dealers, fine and costume 

jewelry, sterling silver and gold, minerals, rocks, 

slabs, cabochons, crystals, beads, unset gemstones, 

wire wrapping on the premises; contact Sharon 

Szymanski, 1792 E. Laddoos Ave., San Tan Valley, 

AZ 85140, (480) 215-9101; e-mail: 

goldcanyon2@yahoo.com 

26-29—MINNETONKA, MINNESOTA: 

AMERICAN FEDERATION & Midwest Federation 

Show and sale; Minnesota Mineral Club; Lindbergh 

Center, Hopkins High School; 2400 Lindbergh Dr.; 

Thu. 8-5, Fri. 12-7, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $5, 

students and children free; exhibits, sales, 

presentations, seminars by agate experts from around 

the world (pre-registration and additional fee 

required),Midwest and American federation annual 

meetings; contact Sandy Fuller, PO Box 82, Newport, 

MN 55055; e-mail: 2012agates@gmail.com; Web 

site: minnesotamineralclub.org 

August 

9-12—BUENA VISTA, COLORADO: Annual show; 

Contin-Tail LLC; Rodeo Grounds; Rodeo Rd. and 

Greggory Dr.; Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; 

free admission; more than 100 dealers, rocks, 

minerals, fossils, gemstones, beads, jewelry, slabs, 

cabs, tools, equipment, free rocks for kids; nestled 

under the “Contin”ental Divide – a huge “tail”gating, 

contact Carolyn Tunnicliff, 1130 Francis #7010, 

Longmont, CO 80501, (720) 938-4194; e-mail: 

ctunnicliff@comcast.net; Web site: 

www.coloradorocks.org 

Check www.rockngem.com/showdates for other 

shows throughout the country. 

Congratulations to the Cache Geological & 

Archeological Society for joining the Rocky Mountain 

Federation!  This is one of the groups that make those 

field trips more fun! 

 

Independence Day, July 4
th

! 

Days of ’47, July 19-24 

Ogden City Events: 

http://ogdenpioneerdays.com/  

Salt Lake City Events: 

www.daysof47.com   

 

mailto:genebabe47@yahoo.com
mailto:mickie2@earthlink.net
mailto:info@durangorocks.org
http://www.durangorocks.org/
mailto:goldcanyon2@yahoo.com
http://www.coloradorocks.org/
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates
http://ogdenpioneerdays.com/
http://www.daysof47.com/
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Desert Safety Tips by Bob Fitzpatrick, CFMS 

Travel in the desert can be an adventure. It can also be 

a disaster if a breakdown or sudden change of weather 

catches you unprepared. Be aware of the hazards of 

desert travel, in both winter and summer. Harsh 

weather conditions can turn a desert outing into a 

tragedy. Acquire knowledge of desert survival skills. 

Travel in pairs for safety. 

Plan your trip carefully. Tell someone where you are 

going and when you will return. Stick with your 

itinerary and let them know when you return. Do not 

travel in the desert backcountry without taking along 

appropriate maps. It is easy to become disoriented in 

the desert where many landmarks and rock formations 

look similar. 

Dress properly. In summer, layered clothing slows 

dehydration and minimizes exposure. Good hiking 

shoes, loose fitting natural clothing, a wide brimmed 

hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen are a must. Desert 

temperature can reach over 90o F and drop below 50o 

F in one day. Summer temperatures can reach 125o F 

in some locations. In winter, temperatures can often 

drop below freezing. Bring extra warm clothing. 

Always carry plenty of water. There are no 

dependable sources of water within the desert. A 

gallon of water per person per day is the absolute 

minimum that should be carried. When planning a 

hike, remember that water weighs approximately 8 

pounds per gallon. When the water is half gone, it is 

time to turn back. Don’t forget extra water for your 

vehicle. Do not ration your water. It will only do you 

good if you drink it. 

Source:  The Polished Slab, May/June 2005 

Via Pick Hammer News, June 2012 

Excessive Collecting of Material: A Caution 

I recently had a conversation with Doug Marshall, our 

Field Trip Chair, regarding a new site for one of our 

upcoming field trips. Part of that conversation was 

about the amazing material to be found in this 

location, and part of it was how we could protect it 

from being stripped and made useless for future trips 

for our society and the generations that follow us. 

I found an old article in the Stillwater Mineral & Gem 

Society, Inc., May 2002, Rockhound Gazette that 

highlighted this topic. It came from a talk give by Dan 

Brown at the 2000 Annual Co-op Seminar meeting in 

California entitled “How We Lose Public Lands and 

How to Slow the Process.” In the article, Dan has this 

to say. “What I am about to say next will not win me a 

popularity contest, but I feel that it must be stated 

anyway. I’m speaking of the indiscriminate, excess 

collecting of material in the field and destruction 

and/or disfigurement and littering of public land.” 

“What is the average rockhound going to do with 100 

lbs. of geodes? I’ll bet my bottom dollar that most, if 

not all of them will sit in their yards until the 

individual is pushing up daisies. Then they are 

discarded by families who have little or no 

appreciation for them. There are too many excellent 

collection sites that have been completely depleted by 

this process.” 

“I’m a great one to talk. I have 100 lbs. of Texas 

Springs limb casts sitting in my garage. Perhaps one 

or two will be cut up and fashioned into jewelry and 

maybe one or two will be cleaned up and cataloged 

into my mineral collection. I take little comfort in 

knowing that I’m not alone in this practice. It’s time 

we change our ways in this regard.”  

“I have observed countless times holes and even 

abandoned pits left behind by rockhounds. They are 

not only safety hazards to people as well as animals, 

but they are unsightly as well. There have been a 

number of occasions when I was the last person to 

leave a rockhound group campsite only to observe the 

litter left behind. In most cases I have hauled away the 

litter and made appropriate disposal of it. WE need to 

clean up our act.”  

“Finally, I would like to share an idea with you. Most, 

if not all of you, have experienced the joy and 

wonders of discovery when hunting for specimens or 

lapidary material. It’s the searching and finding that 

gives so much satisfaction to many of us. The 

comradeship and social aspects add to our enjoyment 

of the hobby. Some of the material found finds its way 

into show and exhibits or is converted into an object 

of art and jewelry. Most of it does not. Would it not be 

better to share our discoveries and materials with 

schools, colleges and universities? The alliances made 

and information shared would enrich the lives of all 

concerned.” 

I think our society can be proud of the manner in 

which we clean up our sites and carry out our litter. 

However, we have young members whom I hope will 

be able to take their young children out to the areas 

surrounding us in the future and still have the fun and 

thrill of collecting in the field that we do. Collect with 

caution.                     Source:  Pick Hammer News, June 2012 
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Code of Ethics 

I will respect both private and public property and will 
do no collecting on privately owned land without 
permission from the owner. 

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules 
governing collecting on public lands and will observe 
them. 

I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary 
lines of property on which I plan to collect. 

I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting 
areas. 

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind 
such as fences, signs, buildings, etc. 

I will leave all gates as found. 

I will build fires only in designated or safe places and 
will be certain they are completely extinguished before 
leaving the area. 

I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, 
etc. 

I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous 
to livestock. 

I will not contaminate wells, creeks, or other water 
supplies. 

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and 
will take home only what I can reasonably use. 

I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize 
fully and well the materials I have collected and will 
recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of 
others. 

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help 
Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all collecting areas 
devoid of litter, regardless of how found. 

I will cooperate with field-trip leaders and those in 
designated authority in all collecting areas. 

I will report to my club or federation officers, Bureau 
of Land Management or other authorities, any deposit 
of petrified wood or other materials on public lands 
which should be protected for the enjoyment of future 
generations for public educational and scientific 
purposes. 

I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources. 

I will observe the "Golden Rule", will use Good 
Outdoor Manners and will at all times conduct myself in 
a manner which will add to the stature and Public Image 
of Rockhounds everywhere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gallagher's Obituary 

Gallagher opened the morning newspaper and was 
dumbfounded to read in the obituary column that he 
had died. He quickly phoned his best friend Finney. 

"Did you see the paper?" asked Gallagher. "They say 
I died!" 

"Yes, I saw it!" replied Finney. "Where are you callin' 
from?" 

 

 

 

 
Source: The Puget Sounder, March 2004 

Via News & Views, April 2012 

Via Strata Gem, Junel 2012 
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Source:  Rocky Mountain Federation News, June 2012 

 
Via Rocky Mountain Federation News, May 2012 
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Source:  Rocky Mountain Federation News, June 2012 
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Source:  Rocky Mountain Federation News, May 2012 
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Source:  Rocky Mountain Federation News, May 2012 
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 Via Rock Chips, Deming, NM, May 2012 

Via Rock Chips, Provo, UT, May 2012 

Wisdom of the Ages 

“I much prefer being over the hill to being under 
it.” 

Bruce Lansky 

“At my age I don't care if my mind starts to wander 
– just as long as it comes back again.” 

Mike Knowles 

“Middle age is when a narrow waist and a broad 
mind begin to change places.” 

Glenn Dorenbush 

“When you can finally afford the rings you want, 
you'd rather no one noticed your hands.”  

Lois Muehl 

“A man has reached middle age when he is warned 
to slow down by his doctor instead of the police.”  

Henny Youngman 


