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The Beehive Rock & Gem Club began in April of 1970. 
The purpose of our club is: To collect, cut and polish rocks, to gather fossils, mineral specimens, to discuss 
and impart our knowledge of the different phases of collecting, polishing and displaying- 
 
To promote, organize and hold meetings, outings, trips, and similar events. To enjoy and protect our natural 
resources. 
 

Permission to reprint from the BUZZER is granted if credit is given as from (the original bulletin if 
copied, then via “others" or “et all” for those between and then) BEEHIVE BUZZER with date of issue taken 
from. 

BEEHIVE ROCK 
AND GEM CLUB 

 

TIME VALUE DO NOT DELAY 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 
USUAL DATE FOR MEETING – FOURTH THURSDAY – 7 PM  

OGDEN HINKLEY AIRPORT TERMINAL, 3900  S & AIRPORT ROAD 
November, December have changes. Maybe others. 

Call any Board member for current information.  
 

http://www.beehiverockandgem.com/�
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE BEEHIVE ROCK & GEM CLUB FOR 2011 
 

President & Board Chair Joe Kent 801-771-8184 
Vice President Steve Smith 801-731-4216 
Secretary  Norine Ramos 801-774-8306 
Treasurer David Law 801-731-4255 
Field Trip Coordinator Roger Bush 801-775-0147 
     Assistant Ray Law 801-825-5857 
Program Chairman Ray Rutledge 801-732-8331 
Door Prize Chair Jim Alexander 801-399-0785 
Hospitality Chair Linda Pilcher 801-392-7620 
Communications Chair Kay Berry 801-825-6261 
Membership Chair & Club Directory David Law 801-644-4931 
Mini-show Chair Dean Bennett 801-773-7142 
Safety Chair Lynn Hayes 435-723-2216 
Publicity Mark Acker 801-475-4705 
Managing Editor of BUZZER Dave Harris 801-737-1266 
     Associate Leora Alexander 801-399-0785 
Calling Committee Chairs Sherm & Ricky Thomson 435-760-1362 
Calling Committee Chairs       
 
 
          FEDERATION REPRESENTATIVES                                                              DUES 
 
Rocky Mountain Federation Delegate ----------------President      Due:  October 1 
Utah Federation Delegate ------------------------------TBA      Single  -  $11 
Public Land Advisory Committee -------------------- Jim Alexander   Couple or 

Family  -  $16 
Junior  -  $5                  
Overdue: January 1   

 

Beehive Rock & Gem Program – June 23, 2011 
 
“Field Trips taken by club members in 2011 and Future trips planned 
for 2011 by the Club.” – also a brief Mineral of the Month” 
presentation by one our energetic rock-hound Queens. 
 
We invite you to bring your own special finds from your efforts 
so far this year where-ever you have gone.  We will see some 
samples (classical ) that are distinctively unique to particular 
areas that you may decide to check out yourself in the future.  
Also shown will be rocks, minerals, etc to be found in various club 
trips (i.e Wamsutter, WY; Buckhorn/Cedar Mesa, UT) and other areas this summer and 
fall. 
SEE  YA ALL – 23rd June (4th Thursday) 
 
 “Rocky “ Ray, Program Chairman 
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Presidents Message 
June 7, 2011 

In the Salt Lake Tribune newspaper on Thursday, 
June 2, 2011, there was an article titled “Salazar flips 
on ‘wild lands’.” If you are not sure what I’m talking 
about, you should be. This policy is a threat to many 
of the lands that we like to roam. Quoting Thomas 
Burr of the Trib, “Salazar said he would reverse his 
controversial policy issued in December, that allowed 
the Bureau of Land Management to inventory and set 
aside swaths of federal acres that have wilderness 
characteristics. Instead, Salazar said he would focus 
on locally supported plans.” 

Ok, that sounds good. However, the article goes on to 
point out a number of things that we need to be aware 
of: 

1. Congress didn’t have the funding to support 
Salazar’s proposal, and barred the use of any 
funds to enforce the policy.  

2. The Utah Association of Counties lawsuit 
against the Department of Interior will 
continue. 

3. Salazar maintains that he has the authority to 
set aside the noted areas, and has only 
informed the local BLM offices not to enforce 
proposed areas. 

4. “ Wilderness advocates will continue to work 
hard to make sure funding is restored.” 
SUWA, UWA 

It is extremely important for each of us to contact our 
County, State and National representatives and let 
them know specifically what and where we want 
access.  Though I’ve attended a number of meetings 
and written many emails on your behalf I have been 
told that I only count as 1.  

You need to act ! 
We need to fight for the reasonable development of 
natural resources, access for recreation, and 
appropriate environmental protection. We need to 
police ourselves, and others that we encounter who 
behave inappropriately. 

 

Rock On 

Joe Kent, President 

 

April Meeting  
April 28, 2011 

Joe opened the meeting by introducing a visitor.  
Jacob Thompson, we welcome you.   Joe has had no 
response about the pottery from the auction and asks 
that anyone who has information to contact him.  He 
then turned the time over to Nancy. 

Nancy took a few minutes to explain that she had an 
accident and is looking at having surgery.  Because of 
this she is selling her equipment and her motor home.  
If anyone is interested please contact her. 

Safety issues were discussed a little.  When anyone 
goes rocking, we should not go alone.                                         
It is better to go in couples or in threes.  You never 
know when an accident will happen. 

Steve, our vice president, introduced a video on agates 
to us.  We all watched.  I was very pleased with the 
video.  It showed so many different examples.  I had 
no idea there were so many different patterns and 
colors.  Agate is found all over the world and is a very 
interesting stone. 

Norine Ramos, Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Continued on page 7, LOCKING UP 

Stop Locking Up Millions  
of Acres of Public Lands 
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Show Dates 
Jun 24-26 — RMFMS Convention 

Two Simultaneous Shows:   
Rock Fair 
Western Museum of Mining & 
Industry, 
Colorado Springs, CO 
48th Annual Rock Show 
Colorado Springs Mineralogical 
Society 
Best Western Academy Hotel 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Ron Yamiolkoski:  719-488-5526 
info@csms.us (Both Shows) 
Ask about field trips 

Jul 2-4 — San Jose County Gem & Mineral 
Farmington Civic Center 
Farmington, NM 
Mickie Calvert:  505-632-8288 
Mickie2@earthlink.net 
A week to explore 4-corners area 

Jul 7-10 — Am Fed (AFMS) Show 
Syracuse, NY 
www.amfed.org/show2011.htm 

Jul 9-11 — Four Corners Gem & Mineral 
La Plata County Fairgrounds 
Durango, CO 
Bill Birzal:  970-385-6850 
webirzzz@durangoolive.net 

Jul 14-16 — Thunderegg Days Festival 
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce, 
Nyssa Elementary School Grounds 
Nyssa, Oregon 
Susan Barton:  541-372-3091 
www.nyssachamber.com 
Daily Rock Trips 

Jul 29-31 — Northwest Fed MS Show 
Southwest Washington Fairgrounds 
Chehalis, WA 
csonner2011@2011@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July Birthdays & Anniversaries 
BIRTHSTONE — Ruby for Freedom or a Contented 
Mind.  Aluminum oxide/corundum.  9 on Moh’s scale 
of hardness.   

ANNIVERSARIES — Ruby, 40th.  Star Ruby, 52nd.   

Rubellite – Red or pink tourmaline – a complex 
silicate of boron and aluminum.  Hardness of 7-7.5 on 
Moh’s scale. 

Red spinal – Magnesium aluminum oxide.  8 on 
Moh’s scale.   

FLOWERS — Larkspur for Ardent Attachment.  
Water Lily – a newer choice.   

Giant Red Spinel Crystal Discovered  
in East Africa Oct 2007 

By David Weinbery 

They dug it out of a farmer’s field in Mahenge.  An 
enormous red spinel crystal weighing over 52 kgs.  It 
may be the largest red spinel ever unearthed! 

Mined at depth of 10 meters, the pyramid shaped 
roufh was discovered by a group of miners in the 
alluvial deposit.  Mining in the area is normally 
conducted by loosely organized syndicates of small 
miners funded by local entrepreneurs. 

The discovery almost sparked a riot as hundred of 
other diggers moved in for a piece of the action.  
Besides being lucky, the finders of the really special 
stones also need to be strong and fast – everybody 
wants stones like that and they are willing to fight for 
them too!  After escaping into the bush on a 
motorcycle, the miner and the motorcycle driver were 
forced to lay low without food and water for several 
days before making their way on to Morogoro.  From 
there, they traveled on to Arusha to show their rock.  
The buyer who wishes to remain anonymous said 
“when the stone finally arrived, the miner’s legs were 
bloodied from holding the heavy sharp-edged rock on 
the motorcycle.   

  

 
 

 

Source:  www.multicolour.com/spinel/,  
Via Rockhound Rambling Aug 2008, Via Quarry Quips July 2009 

 

mailto:info@csms.us�
mailto:Mickie2@earthlink.net�
http://www.nyssachamber.com/�
http://www.multicolour.com/spinel/�
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Via Quarry Quips July 2009 
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Beehive Associate Editor Leora Alexander says: 
 
“Not a whole lot!  Many of us drive trucks and pull trailers now.  We are also a lot more “picky” now and take 
less home.  Jim and I like to go with newer rock hounds and give the good stuff to them.“ 

Article from Quarry Quips, June 2011. 
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From Magic Valley News, June 2011 

(See map on page 8) 
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 From Rock Chips (Timpanogos Gem & Mineral Society), June 2011 

 

   

Source:  USGS 
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