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The Beehive Rock & Gem Club began in April of 1970. 

The purpose of our club is: To collect, cut and polish rocks, to gather fossils, mineral specimens, to discuss 
and impart our knowledge of the different phases of collecting, polishing and displaying- 

 
To promote, organize and hold meetings, outings, trips, and similar events. To enjoy and protect our natural 

resources. 

 

Permission to reprint from the BUZZER is granted if credit is given as from (the original bulletin if 
copied, then via ―others" or ―et all‖ for those between and then) BEEHIVE BUZZER with date of issue taken 
from. 

TIME VALUE DO NOT DELAY 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Come to our annual potluck dinner 

Jan 26
th

      at 6 pm! 

Annual dues past due!   

Thanks to those who have already paid!  

http://www.beehiverockandgem.com/
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE BEEHIVE ROCK & GEM CLUB FOR 2011 

 

President & Board Chair Joe Kent 801-771-8184 

Vice President Steve Smith 801-731-4216 

Secretary  Dave Offret 801-791-6081 

Treasurer David Law 801-731-4255 

Field Trip Coordinator Roger Bush 801-775-0147 

     Assistant Ray Law 801-825-5857 

Program Chairman Ray Rutledge 801-732-8331 

Door Prize Chair Jim Alexander 801-399-0785 

Hospitality Chair Linda Pilcher 801-392-7620 

Communications Chair Kay Berry 801-825-6261 

Membership Chair & Club Directory David Law 801-644-4931 

Mini-show Chair Alice Crittenden 801-547-7781 

Safety Chair Lynn Hayes 435-723-2216 

Publicity Mark Acker 801-475-4705 

Managing Editor of BUZZER Dave Harris 801-737-1266 

     Associate Leora Alexander 801-399-0785 

Calling Committee Chairs Sherm & Ricky Thompson 435-760-1362 

 

          FEDERATION REPRESENTATIVES                                                              DUES 

 

Rocky Mountain Federation Delegate ----------------President      Due:  October 1 

Utah Federation Delegate ------------------------------TBA      Single  -  $11 

Public Land Advisory Committee -------------------- Jim Alexander   Couple or 

Family  -  $16 

Junior  -  $5                  

Overdue: January 1   
 

Winter Party 
January 26th 

BRING YOUR POTLUCK DISHES 

Remember to bring your plates and tableware. 

Set-up 6:00 to 6:30 pm 

Plan to eat at 6:30 pm 

The club will provide drinks. 

Program Note: 

 As in past years, we will show some pictures of the 2011 year Field Trips at the 

end of our dinner .  Also there will be some interesting video segments of several of 

our members filmed by Americas Hobbies which are on the internet.   

―Rocky‖  Ray, Program Chairman 

 

Dues are now OVERDUE! 

Thank you to those who have already paid! 

See ya  all Thursday night the 26
th

. 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
January 3, 2012 

Update from Joe about some of his recent travels.  

Our President will be out of town for a couple months, 

and Steve will be conducting the Monthly Club 

Meetings.  

Discussions about possible Field Trip locations and 

possible dates.  Nothing set in concrete yet.. 

Ray Rutledge brought up that if a person would like to 

donate rocks, etc., to the club, they can get a Donation 

Letter from the Club that will allow them to take a 

deduction on their Taxes. 

Harold Victor Jackson passed away.  Several of the 

older members remember him.  

This month will be a Club Potluck.  Ray Rutledge will 

be doing a slide show of Pictures taken from some of 

the Field Trips in 2011.  Members are asked to bring 

their own Utensils and Plates, and the Club will 

provide drinks.   

 Dave Offret, Secretary 

 

February Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

Amethyst. Magaliesburg, South Africa 

BIRTHSTONE – Amethyst for sincerity.  Silicon 

dioxide, a variety of quartz.  Mohs scale hardness of 

7.  Amethysts are found in many states in the U.S.  It 

is used in faceting, cabochons, carving and art objects.   

Anniversary – 17th  

Flower – Violet, The African violet lends color and 

cheer, even on winter days. 

 

 

Source:  Maps Digest Feb 97, via T-Town Rockhound Jul 97, 

 via Golden Spike News Jan 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source:  Midland Gem & Mineral Mar 04,  

via Rock Chips May 04, via Strata Gem Jan 06 

  

Source:  JJ Harrison, Wikipedia.org 

 

Dues are 
now 
overdue!!
!!! 
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Show Dates 

January - February 2012 

26-12— TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail 

show; Eons Expos RLLLP; 22nd St., at I-10; Thu. 9-6 

daily; free admission; minerals, fossils, dinosaurs, 

crystals, gems, jewelry, meteorites; contact: Christine 

Coyle, 38 Fox Ridge Rd., Sparta, NJ 07871, (516) 

818-1228; e-mail: lowellcarhart@yahoo.com; Web 

site: www.22ndstreetshow.com 

28-11— TUCSON, ARIZONA: Arizona Mineral & 

Fossil Show; Martin Zinn Expositions; Ramada Ltd., 

665 N. Freeway; Thu. 10-6 daily; free admission; 

more than 400 dealers, free shuttle among locations, 

Artists’ Gallery at the Hotel Tucson City Center; 

contact: Martin Zinn Expositions, PO Box 665, 

Bernalillo, NM 87004-0665; e-mail: 

mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com 

February 2012 

25-26—BOISE, IDAHO: Annual show; Idaho Gem 

& Mineral Club; Expo Idaho; 5610 Glenwood, corner 

of Glenwood and Hwy. 20; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 

adults $3, children (under 12) free; contact Charlie 

Smith, PO Box 1264, Riggins, ID 83549, (208) 628-

4002; e-mail: tetongems@frontier.com 

March 2012 

3-4—CALDWELL, IDAHO:  Show and sale, 

Owyhee Gem & Mineral Society, O’Conner Field 

House, 2200 Blanin, Caldwell, ID.  Carolyn Roberts, 

email:  ncrobertsrp@msn.com  

8-11—DEMING, NEW MEXICO: 47th annual 

show and sale; Deming Gem & Mineral Society; 

SWNM Fairgrounds; Raymond Reed Blvd.; Thu. 9-5, 

Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free admission; more than 

100 dealers, displays, geode cutting, gold panning, 

spinning wheel, silent and live auctions, door prizes, 

raffle, guided field trip; contact Maurice Crawford, 

713 W. Spruce PMB 726, Deming, NM 88031, (575) 

546-0056; e-mail: mauryjudy@yahoo.com; Web site: 

dgms.bravehost.com    

10-11—FILER, IDAHO: 61st annual show; Magic 

Valley Gem Club; Twin Falls County Fairgrounds; 

215 Fair Ave.; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $2, children 

(under 12) free with adult; contact Shirley Metts, 

(208) 423-4827; e-mail: rmetts@cableone.net  

16-18—ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO: 

Annual show; Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club; 

New Mexico State Fairgrounds; CAC Bldg., San 

Pedro Ave. entrance; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 

adults $3; more than 40 dealers, crystals, jewelry, 

fossils, rocks, minerals, decorator items, jewelry, 

books, supplies, beads, mineral ID booth, visits by a 

well-behaved and socialized wolf, NM Bureau of 

Geology and Mineral Resources educational booth, 

kids' grab bags, silent auctions, about 20 displays; 

contact Paul Hlava, PO Box 13718, Albuquerque, NM 

87192, (505) 255-5478; e-mail: paulhlava@q.com; 

Web site: www.agmc.info 

16-18—SPANISH FORK, UTAH: Show and sale; 

Timpanogos Gem & Mineral Society; Spanish Fork 

Fair Grounds; 475 S. Main St.; Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-7, 

Sun. 10-5; free admission; Wheel of Fortune, rock 

Grab Bags, rock display table, auction, Dinosaur Man; 

contact Vickie Hathaway, 693 E 1 South, Spanishfork, 

UT 84660, (435) 820-2672; e-mail: 

jamnjelleze@gmail.com 

23-25—SANDY, UTAH: Annual show; Gem Faire 

Inc.; South Towne Expo Center; 9575 S. State St.; Fri. 

10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $7, children (11 and 

under) free; jewelry, gems, beads, crystals, silver, 

rocks, minerals, exhibitors from all over the world; 

contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: 

info@gemfaire.com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com 

31-1—POCATELLO, IDAHO:  Show and sale; 

Southeast Idaho Gem & Mineral Society, Bannock 

County Fairgrounds, Pocatello, ID, Kevin Taylor, 

208-232-4269 

April 2012 

13-15—OGDEN, UTAH: Show and sale; Golden 

Spike Gem & Mineral Society; Golden Spike Event 

Center; Weber County Fairgrounds, 1000 North 1200 

West; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $2, 

students $1.50, children free with adult; The Walking 

Dinos, more than 20 dealers, rocks, minerals, jewelry, 

beads, gemstones, equipment, supplies, gold, fossils, 

wood, findings, displays, exhibits, demonstrations, 

grab bags, wheel of fortune; contact Cindy 

Aeschlimann, PO Box 12835, Ogden, UT 84412, 

(801) 648-5060; e-mail: club@goldenspikegem.org 

14-15—IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO: 47th annual 

show; Idaho Falls Gem & Mineral Club; Idaho Falls 

Recreation Center; B St.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults 

$2, children (under 12) free; contact Jim Bosley, (208) 

520-1819; e-mail: jbosley@cableone.net 

Check www.rockngem.com/showdates for other 

shows throughout the country. 

http://www.22ndstreetshow.com/
http://www.mzexpos.com/
mailto:tetongems@frontier.com
mailto:ncrobertsrp@msn.com
http://www.dgms.bravehost.com/
mailto:rmetts@cableone.net
http://www.agmc.info/
mailto:jamnjelleze@gmail.com
http://www.gemfaire.com/
mailto:club@goldenspikegem.org
mailto:jbosley@cableone.net
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates
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Source:  Rock Chips, Timpanogos Gem & Mineral Society, January 2012 
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Via Strata Gem January 2012, via Quarry Quips August 2011,  
via Wasatch Gem Society News and Views January 2012 

  
 
World’s Largest Opal Matrix  

Found in Australia 

A behemoth of an Opal Matrix has just been found in 

the opal fields of South Australia. The stone which is 

a whoppingly unbelievable 55,000 carats in size is 

currently in Australia and was found by noted 

designer Stuart Hughes and his associates.  

The opal is about 30 cms in length with a height of 

15-20 cms and a 4 cm thickness. Its estimated value 

is at least 1 million dollars USD. However as far as 

opals go, this one has set the benchmark which is 

certainly going to remain for the next few years. 

Historically, the largest opal found so far was just 

6,100 carats in size. The current one is nearly ten 

times that size. 

 
Source:  News.yahoo.com November-10,-2011,   

via Emerald Gems Nov 2011, 
via Rockhound Rumblings January 2012 
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Source:  The Rockhound Gazette, January 2006 


